
READING FOR 
PLEASURE 
AT MARTIN SCHOOL  
THURSDAY 6 TH MAY 



“It is not enough to simply teach children to read; we 
h a v e  t o  g iv e  t h e m  s o m e t h in g  w o r t h  r e a d in g , s o m e t h in g  
t h a t  w ill s t r e t c h  t h e ir  im a g in a t io n s  –  s o m e t h in g  t h a t  
w ill h e lp  t h e m  m a ke  s e n s e  o f  t h e ir  o w n  liv e s  a n d  
e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o w a r d s  p e o p le  w h o s e  
liv e s  a r e  q u it e  d if f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e ir  o w n .” 
 
“Th e r e  a r e  m a n y lit t le  w a ys  t o  e n la r g e  yo u r  c h ild ’s  
w o r ld . Lo v e  o f  b o o ks  is  t h e  b e s t  o f  a ll.” 
 
“A p a r e n t  o r  t e a c h e r  h a s  o n ly h is  lif e t im e ; a  g o o d  b o o k 
c a n  t e a c h  f o r e v e r .” 
 
“A r e a d e r  liv e s  a  t h o u s a n d  liv e s  b e f o r e  h e  d ie s . Th e  
m a n  w h o  n e v e r  r e a d s  liv e s  o n ly o n e .” 
 
“Th e r e  is  n o  s u c h  t h in g  a s  a  c h ild  w h o  h a t e s  t o  r e a d ; 
t h e r e  a r e  o n ly c h ild r e n  w h o  h a v e  n o t  f o u n d  t h e  r ig h t  
b o o k.” 
 



‘Book Buzz’ Reading 
Strategy  

• To create a READING BUZZ in school  
• To promote Reading for Pleasure  
• To engage parents / family / 

community in reading  
• To improve outcomes across the 

school in reading  



Facts about reading  
• In 2019, only 25.8% of children were 

reading in their free time (Literacy Trust)  
• Being enthusiastic about reading and 

being a frequent reader is more of an 
advantage on its own than having well -
educated parents in good jobs.  

• Reading for enjoyment is positively 
associated with reading attainment and 
with writing ability (OECD).  

• Pupils who read for pleasure 
demonstrate a wider general knowledge 
(Wells 1986) and  a better understanding 
of other cultures (Meek 1991)  



The Benefits of Reading for 
Pleasure  

• Reading attainment and writing 
ability  

• Te xt  c o m p r e h e n s io n  a n d  g r a m m a r  
• Br e a d t h  o f  v o c a b u la r y  
• Po s it iv e  r e a d in g  a t t it u d e s  
• Gr e a t e r  s e lf - c o n f id e n c e  a s  a  

r e a d e r  
• Ple a s u r e  in  r e a d in g  in  la t e r  lif e  
• Ge n e r a l kn o w le d g e  
• A b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  o t h e r  

c u lt u r e s  
• Ch ild r e n  g e t  “h o o ke d  o n  b o o ks ”. 



Listen and Enjoy!  



Picture Books  

Don’t underestimate the 
power of picture books for 

children of all ages and 
abilities.  

 
What do you think children 
would enjoy about ‘It must 

have been you’?  









Fostering the Love of 
Reading  

What is reading for pleasure?  
 

Reading for pleasure refers to 
reading that we do of our own free 
will, anticipating the satisfaction 
that we will get from the act of 

reading. It also refers to reading, 
that having begun at someone 

else’s request, we continue 
because we are interested in it.  

 



Home / School Reading  
EYFS /KS1  
 

Teaching children to become readers –   
development of early reading skills e.g. 
holding book, concepts of print, decoding / 
using and applying phonics, engaging in 
books, excitement about being able to read  

 
KS2 

Becoming and independent reader / choosing 
books / knowing what kinds of books they 
enjoy, making choices   -  reading for 
pleasure  

 



Reading at home  

Reading a bedtime story for 10 minutes a day  
 

- improves vocabulary  
- encourages independent reading  
- encourages ‘book talk’  
- is Reading for Pleasure  
- encourages a greater enjoyment of reading  
- has a significant impact on academic 
achievement  



The Reading Journey  
For most children the 
transition to becoming a 
reader takes a long time. To 
thrive and gain confidence, 
children need to be 
successful, not struggling 
readers, to experience 
enjoyment they need to get 
“lost in a book” which involves 
being able to read their books 
with ease. Improvement is 
not about which book they 
are on but is about their 
attitude to reading. To 
demonstrate progress, they 
must be experienced at 
talking  about books.  



Reading for pleasure develops a love 
of literature through widespread 

reading for enjoyment. It develops the 
habit of reading widely and often for 

both pleasure and information.  
 

It helps us to appreciate our rich and 
varied literary heritage and “opens up 

a treasure house of wonder and joy 
for curious young minds”.  



As a school we…  
• Develop an ethos and an environment that excites, 

enthuses, inspires and values through high quality 
texts with depth and interest in the stories.  

• Re a d  a lo u d  in  c la s s  e v e r y d a y  
• Vis it  t h e  s c h o o l lib r a r y e v e r y w e e k (EYFS /  KS1) 
• Vis it s  t o  lib r a r y d u r in g  lu n c h t im e s  
• Ce le b r a t io n s  o f  Wo r ld  Bo o k We e k /  In t e r n a t io n a l 

We e k  
• Vis it in g  a u t h o r s  /  p o e t s  /  s t o r yt e lle r s  
• En g a g e  p a r e n t s  in  EYFS 
• Ce le b r a t e  la n g u a g e s  t h r o u g h  s t o r ie s  (d u a l la n g u a g e   
    b o o ks ), m u lt ilin g u a l lib r a r y 
• Ho ld  b o o k f a ir s  
• Ho ld  c a ke  s a le s  t o  r a is e  m o n e y t o  b u y b o o ks  



As parents / carers, you can:  
• Establish a reading routine / special time  
• Share books and discuss exciting parts, what might 

happen next, how to change the story ending or add 
a character  

• Involve siblings, grandparents etc.  
• Tell stories orally, take turns to add a part to a 

story  
• Read stories in home language  
• Visit your local library / Barnet app  
• Be a reading role model  
• Ensure that reading is a pleasure not a chore  
• Share the reading  
• Listen to your child retell a story  
• Talk about books! (Book Talk)  

 



Importance of Book Talk  

• Make links / connections  
• Predictions  
• Discuss emotions  
• Fun!  
• Generates ideas  
• Deepens understanding  
• Uses opinion  
• Ask questions  

I think...  

It makes 
me feel...  

I wonder...  





Reading Scrapbooks  





Reader of the Week  
Pyja m a r a m a  Da y 
Re a d in g  p ic n ic s  

Ma r t in  Bo o k Bu zz Re a d a t h o n  
Bo o k Do o r  c o m p e t it io n  

 

Book Buzz events 
this Term  



Enjoy  
Reading!  

Reading for 
pleasure = Success 

at school  



Reading quotes 

    









Any Questions?  
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